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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation. of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-15, and 17-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
taught by Patent Number 6,886,748 (Moore). 

3. With respect to Claim 1: Moore discloses 

A system for performing product registration, said system comprising: 
optical device operable to optically capture a visual object associated with a 
product as digital data, wherein said visual object further comprises product registration 
information for said product (Fig. 2, 18; C3, 62-68; C4 1-17; C13, 1-6); 

and said optical device communicatively coupled to a first processing system, 
said first processing system operable to communicate said digital data to a second 
processing system via a communication network (Fig 2, 21; C4, 44-68; C5, 30-38; C8, 
62-68; C1 1,4-8). 

4. With respect to Claim 2: Moore discloses 
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wherein said visual object comprises at least one selected from the group 
consisting of: text, bar code, and any type of image (Fig 2, 18; C7, 1-8). 

5. With respect to Claim 4: Moore discloses 

wherein said product registration information comprises: information identifying 
said product (Fig 2; C4, 16-43). 

6. With respect to Claim 5: Moore discloses 

wherein said information identifying said product comprises at least one of the 
group consisting of: product serial number, product model number, and product name 
(Fig2;C4, 16-43). 

7. With respect to Claim 6: Moore discloses 

wherein said optical device comprises a device selected from the group 
consisting of: optical scanner and digital camera (Fig 2; C3, 63-67; C4, 1-17; C8, 5-34). 

8. With respect to Claim 7: Moore discloses 

wherein said first processing system comprises a processor-based device 
selected from the group consisting of: personal computer, laptop computer, personal 
digital assistant, Web TV configuration, point-of-sale computer system, and any 
processor-based computer system capable of being communicatively coupled to said 
communication network (Abstract; Fig. 2; C8, 62-68; C11, 4-8). 

9. With respect to Claim 8: Moore discloses 

wherein said second processing system is a registrar's product registration 
system (Fig. 2, 21-22; C2, 62-68; C11, 4-8). 

10. With respect to Claim 9: Moore discloses 
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wherein said second processing system comprises a processor-based device 
selected from the group consisting of: personal computer, laptop computer, web server, 
and any processor-based computer system capable of being communicatively coupled 
to said communication network (Fig 2; C2, 62-68; C11, 4-8). 

11. With respect to Claim 10: Moore discloses 

wherein said first processing system is operable to receive further product 
registration information (Fig 2, 18-20; C4, 8-9). 

12. With respect to Claim 1 1 : Moore discloses 

wherein said first processing system is operable to receive said further product 
registration information via input from a user (Fig 2, 19-20; C4, 8-9). 

13. With respect to Claim 12: Moore discloses 

wherein said optical device is within a point-of-sale system (Abstract; C4, 1-15). 

14. With respect to Claim 13: Moore discloses 

wherein said visual object is optically captured during a sales transaction of said 
product (Abstract; C4, 1-15; C6, 13-24). 

15. With respect to Claim 14: Moore discloses 

A method for performing product registration, said method comprising the steps 
of: optically capturing a visual object associated with a product as digital data, wherein 
said visual object comprises product registration information for said product (Fig. 2; C4, 
44-68; C11, 4-8); and 

communicating said digital data to a registrar processing system via a 
communication network (C11, 4-8; C13,1-6). 
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16. With respect to Claim 15: Moore discloses 

wherein said visual object comprises at least one selected from the group 
consisting of: text, bar code, and any type of image (Fig 2, 18; C3, 61-68; C4, 1-16; C7, 
1-6). 

17. With respect to Claim 17: Moore discloses 

wherein said product registration information comprises: information identifying 
said product (Fig 2, 16-18; C4, 16-43). 

18. With respect to Claim 18: Moore discloses 

wherein an optical capture device is utilized to perform said optically capture 
step, further comprising the step of: said optical capture device communicating said 
digital data to a first processing system (Fig 2; C4; 44-68; C5, 30-38; C6, 13-24). 

19. With respect to Claim 19: Moore discloses 

wherein said first processing system performs said step of communicating said 
digital data to a registrar processing system (Fig. 2; C4, 44-68; C5, 30-40; C1 1, 4-8; 
C13, 1-6). 

20. With respect to Claim 20: Moore discloses 

wherein said optical capture device is a device selected from the group 
consisting of: optical scanner and digital camera (Fig 2; C3, 62-68; C4, 1-18; C8, 5-34). 

21 . With respect to Claim 21: Moore discloses 

receiving at said first processing system further product registration information 
(Fig. 2, 16-19; C4, 1-8; C7, 27-40). 

22. With respect to Claim 22: Moore discloses 
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wherein said first processing system receives said further product registration 
information via input from a user (C4, 1-18; C7, 27-40). 

23. With respect to Claim 23: Moore discloses 

wherein said further product registration information includes user information 
(Fig. 2, 19; C4, 1-18; C7, 27-40). 

24. With respect to Claim 24: Moore discloses 

wherein said optically capturing step is performed during a sales transaction of 
said product (Abstract; C3, 62-68; C4, 1-17). 

25. With respect to Claim 25: Moore discloses 

wherein said optically capturing step is performed by an optical capture device 
within a point-of-sale system (Abstract; C3, 52-68; C7, 27-40). 

26. With respect to Claim 26: Moore discloses 

supplementing said product registration information with information acquired 
during said sales transaction (Fig 2, 16-19; C4, 1-7; C7, 27-40). 

27. With respect to Claim 27: Moore discloses 

wherein said information acquired during said sales transaction includes 
information acquired from a credit card transaction (Column 3, 21-23; C7, 27-40). 

28. With respect to Claim 28: Moore discloses 

A product registration system comprising: means for optically capturing a visual 
object associated with a product as digital data, wherein said visual object comprises 
product registration information for said product; and means for communicating said 
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digital data to a processing system via a communication network (Fig 2; C3, 17-30; CIO, 
1-30). 

29. With respect to Claim 29: Moore discloses 

wherein said processing system is a registrar product registration system(Fig 2; 
C3, 17-42; C1 1,4-8; C13, 1-6). 

30. With respect to Claim 30: Moore discloses 

wherein said product registration information comprises: information identifying 
said product (Fig 2; C4, 17-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

31 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

32. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

33. Claims 3 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Moore. Moore teaches all of the elements claimed with the exception of using the 
actual product just purchased to register/scan said info of product. The examiner takes 
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Official Notice that using a product just purchased to gather/scan information is old and 
well established in the business of e-commerce as a convenient way for a consumer to 
register their product. Evidence of this is provided by the following example of a 
computer purchase. A buyer purchases a computer and brings it home. The purchaser 
could then use that same computer (upon plugging into a network) to type in the 
appropriate information to register the computer. The computer would already have 
most of the product identifying information with in it. If this were the case arguably so 
there would be no need to type in the product info. Merely because Applicant is 
scanning the product information versus typing it in is not patentably distinct. Given that 
scanning information for transfer thereof over a network to another system/database is 
old and well known with in the art. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have included the step of using a product 
purchased to aid the gathering of information necessary for and then sending gathered 
information over a network using the product purchased in Moore by because the skilled 
artisan would have recognized that this business practice streamlines the process and 
saves time spent by a consumer in registering their purchased product and is clearly 
applicable to the registration of any type of product. The use and advantages of this 
step are well known. 

Conclusion 

34. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Patent No.: 6,757,663 and Patent No.: 6,085,172. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew L. Brooks whose telephone number is (571) 
272-81 12. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday; 8 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-8112. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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9/19/2005 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



